September 29, 2010

Washingtonian, Mr. Shannon
McDaniel, on his well-deserved retire-
ment on October 29, 2010, after 30 years
of dedicated service to Washington
State agriculture.

As the manager of the South Colum-
bia Basin Irrigation District, Mr.
McDaniel has overseen the provision of
water to 4,000 landowners and farm op-
erators on 230,000 acres of farm and
ranch lands in eastern Washington.
Through his leadership and extensive
knowledge of irrigated agriculture, Mr.
McDaniel has brought certainty to
many farmers in the South Columbia
Basin Irrigation District by closely and
responsibly managing important water
delivery infrastructure.

Mr. McDaniel has assisted me and my
colleagues in Congress with the draft-
ing and passage of legislation impor-
tant to Washington State farmers. He
worked closely with both the State and
Federal Government to foster strong
working relationships with organiza-
tions such as the Bureau of Reclama-
tion and the Bonneville Power Admin-
istration, as well as with numerous
water resource and industry associa-
tions to ensure the highest quality of
service to farmers and ranchers. Shan-
non also served as an invaluable re-
source to the Grand Coulee Project Hy-
droelectric Authority, the Columbia
Basin Development League and the Co-
lumbia Basin Project.

The abundance of awards and honors
that Mr. McDaniel has received dem-
onstrate his hard work and commit-
ment to Washington State. He has re-
ceived many prestigious awards includ-
ing, the National Water Resources As-
sociation President’s Award, the Wash-
ington State Water Resources Associa-
tion Water Resources Leadership
Award and the Bonneville Power Ad-
ministration’s Administrator’s Excel-
lence Award for Exceptional Public
Service.

On behalf of all Washingtonians, I
commend Shannon for his many years
of dedicated service to our State. His
knowledge, experience, and commit-
ment to dependable irrigation will be
sorely missed. I congratulate Shannon
and wish him the best of luck in his fu-
ture endeavors.e

———

NEW HAMPSHIRE 2010 BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOL AWARD WINNERS

oMrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today
I wish to congratulate the Bath Village
School and the Hollis/Brookline High
School, respectively, for being recog-
nized for their commitment to quality
education and the outstanding edu-
cational achievements of their stu-
dents. The Bath Village School and the
Hollis/Brookline High School have been
designated as 2010 National Blue Rib-
bon schools, one of the most pres-
tigious honors bestowed upon our Na-
tion’s elementary, middle, and high
schools.

Each year the Blue Ribbon Schools
Program acknowledges exceptional
public and private schools whose stu-
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dents either perform at a high level or
achieve significant improvements in
performance having come from dis-
advantaged backgrounds. Blue Ribbon
schools stand out among their peers as
examples of excellence in K-12 edu-
cation. By setting high academic goals
and enabling students to attain them,
the Bath Village School and the Hollis
Brookline High School have opened up
a world of academic and professional
opportunities for the next generation
of young people.

It is important that we celebrate the
efforts of teachers and administrators
at schools such as the Bath Village
School and the Hollis/Brookline High
School and recognize the invaluable
contribution they have made to the
lives of New Hampshire’s children. I am
extremely proud that the Bath Village
School and the Hollis/Brookline High
School have each been honored with
this prestigious award.e

———

RECOGNIZING DARLING’S AUTO

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, our Na-
tion’s 27.5 million small businesses all
have their own unique characteristics
and touching stories. Today, I rise to
recognize the contributions of one of
those small businesses from my home
State of Maine—Darling’s Auto that
not only has provided exceptional serv-
ice to greater Bangor but has also in-
vested its time and heart into the com-
munity itself.

Darling’s Auto has been ingrained in
Bangor since 1903, when it first began
selling cars, trucks, and bicycles. Over
a century later, through hard work and
care for the customer, Darling’s Auto
has become one of Maine’s largest auto
dealership groups, with additional lo-
cations in Brewer, Ellsworth, and Au-
gusta. For over 100 years, Darling’s
Auto has provided Mainers with the ve-
hicles they use every day to go to
work, visit their loved ones, and em-
bark on new journeys. Over the years,
Darling’s has employed hundreds of
Mainers and has earned a reputation of
excellence and integrity throughout
eastern and central Maine.

Darling’s Auto’s rich history of per-
severance and innovation alone would
merit distinction. Yet, today, I honor
Darling’s Auto for an exemplary and
magnanimous gesture that is truly in-
spirational. Maine is among the States
with the highest percentage of military
servicemembers per capita. When our
servicemembers are deployed, the ef-
fects reverberate throughout families,
businesses, and communities. Fortu-
nately, Mainers have a reputation for
taking care of one another in difficult
times, and Darling’s Auto certainly has
fit that mold.

One of Darling’s Auto’s valued em-
ployees, Susan Maiden, is the mother
of PFC Andrew ‘‘Andy’” Chic. Susan
typifies Maine’s famed work ethic and
independent spirit, values which she in-
stilled in her son. Andy volunteered to
join the National Guard and most re-
cently was deployed to Afghanistan
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with Bravo Company, Third Battalion
of the 172nd Infantry Division with the
Maine National Guard. During his he-
roic service in Afghanistan, Andy’s
company was ambushed by insurgents.

On May 22, 2010, Bravo Company was
conducting convoy operations with Pri-
vate First Class Chic in the ‘‘gunner”
position in the lead vehicle of a con-
voy—a Mine Resistant, Ambush Pro-
tected—MRAP—vehicle. Private First
Class Chic’s MRAP sustained two di-
rect hits from rocket-propelled gre-
nades, or RPGs, and other small arms
weapons. While he was knocked down
when the first RPG hit, he resumed his
gunner position and returned fire
against insurgents despite continuing
RPG and small arms fire against his
MRAP and the convoy. The vehicle was
also carrying satchels of mail and care
packages from family members in
Maine, which absorbed some of the
shrapnel and mitigated the injuries to
Private First Class Chic and his fellow
soldiers.

Following the barbaric attack, Andy
was taken to Walter Reed Medical Cen-
ter to address his wounds and for reha-
bilitation. Knowing the concern and
anxiousness any mother would have in
Susan’s situation, Darling’s Auto stood
up and gave assistance to Susan. The
company has provided tremendous sup-
port to Susan during her time of need
by giving her extra time off to see
Andy and even purchasing an EZ Pass
to help with Susan’s expenses when she
would drive all the way to Washington,
DC, to visit her son. In light of Dar-
ling’s Auto’s understanding and assist-
ance, the Employer Support of the
Guard and Reserve will soon be pre-
senting Darling’s Auto with its ‘“Above
and Beyond Award,” honoring those
who help Guard members and Reserv-
ists, and their families, in times of
need. Given the tremendous care and
compassion extended for Susan and
Andy’s well-being, I can think of no
business more deserving of this tre-
mendous recognition than Darling’s.

Darling’s Auto has been a consistent
presence in the Bangor community for
over a century, and the company has
thrived over that time because it oper-
ates in a manner consistent with Maine
values. Darling’s has treated its cus-
tomers and employees with honesty,
respect, and compassion, building a
legacy of trust. I am so often reminded
of the empathy that Mainers dem-
onstrate, and it always reaffirms my
belief in the exceptional nature of our
State and our Nation. I am proud of the
incredible example that Darling’s Auto
has set by its notable acts of kindness,
and I wish the company another 100
years of success in all of its endeav-
ors.e

RECOGNIZING 3RD RECON
ASSOCIATION
e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 3rd Recon Asso-
ciation. The 3rd Recon Association is a
nonprofit veteran’s organization made
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